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Region 9 Team

. Karen Schwinn (Associate Director)
| Tom Hagler (attorney) »
o Car olyn Yale (lead staff person)
- Bruoe Herbold (brologrst)

. ,’Sam Zregler (Watersheds Office mgr) | |
. Plus various staff from our wetlands permrttmg drrnkrng
’water and TI\/I DL programs on specn‘rc issues -
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Briefing Outl

EPA’s goals
Current opportumtles
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Goals

‘| Promote sustainable water management and a |
, healthyecosystem - -

Frx Delta ptumbrng

Work wrth State to aggresswely address water ,’ -
qualrtymeues .

Pursue authorrzed program for Estuary
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Why is the Delta important?

- Largest West Coast eStuary
~ Habitat for 700 species L
.23 of Callforn lan’s rely on Detta water
:";},[ ;fi'sfIrrlgatlon for 45% of the natlon S frwts and
. vegetables .
~~~~~~~ 2 ports 3 rallroads other mfrastructure
Recreatlon . |
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What'’s the problem?

o Competing needs for water
- o Exports for urban and ag USES Vs, m—stream needs
~ Unreliable water supply

~ Ecosystem degradation .

’»',f@,...é.’Drmkmg water quallty degradatlon
Leveevulnerablllty -
AAAAAA CI lmate change WI H exaoerbate problems
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Delta Smelt Striped Bass

Abundance Index (Thousands)
Abundance Index (Thousands)
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Longfin Smelt ThreadfirShad

Abundance Index (Thousands)
Abundance Index (Thousands)
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Bpng run

Wi r run

Fall Pan

Lot
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Water quality issues

. Aquatlchfe isues Drmkmg Water, -
- Slinity/ flow DBP precursors
Tenmmﬂwe *»Lg” (_ : megas:,.

f - Dissolved oxygen - Nutrients

| 3mmny

| ""f“”::fAmmoma .
 Slenium . FISh consumptlon .
,»f.»-:::*lnva31ve3pecl$ - Mercury -
. Recreatlon .
- ‘ Mlcrocystls
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Drinking water

Sl +Organ ic Carbon -

failure i
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Levee vulnerability

bsidence
rthquakes

S level rise
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Climate change predictions

Loss of snowpack
Earlier runoff

. More dry years
More ﬂoods | _
Higher air and' v’vater"
temperatu res

S level rlsé
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 EPA's changing role in the Bay Delta |
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 Water supply unreliable — drought ESA Irstmgs
Regulatory grldlock»»,-_ .
Bay Delta Aooord

» E EPA &5 actmst

CEQ referral -
- Was drsapproval & promulgatlon_’».:.,»».»:»».»»»
- CCMP for theSF Estuary Pro;ec;t .
Leaders“‘p e Accord
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- f CalFed program developed
. ROD |mplementat|on begun

.E.j._ﬁ_,State bonds . -
| ,’.TCaIlfornla Bay Delta AUthOTIty Crmtedj» | .
~ Federal authonzatlon - -

D EPA as facnltator -
’ OW AA Ied federal CaIFed team
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. pelagic organism decline
CalFed finance plan unpopular,
~ State defunded CalFed program & ordered outsrde revrews
. Jones Tract Ievee break
. {Katrrna ’

. simiestudes
~ climate change fmdmgs

 lawsuits .
drought

] EPA as screntrst
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- Delta Vision completed
. BDCP underway
~ 20x2020 , .
 Scientific progres mforms new BOs
;'f»»,Water Board s Bay Delta Strateglc Workplan
San um Rlver Restoratlon
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Goals & Opportunities

| Influenoe Water management through:

Supportmg water conveyanoe around the DeIta o penpheral
- canal” of approprrate size, Iocatron and operatrons funded by
 beneficiaries =~ ~
. Upgrad:ng Delta water quaI 1ty standards

. ’Supportrng States lntegrated Reglonal Water Management
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Goals & Opportunities

2. Addrass water quality problems through our

reQulatory and fmanmal tools and techmcal .
asostanoe .

Support to Water Board and Frsh agenmas
Seek oooperatlon from BOR & DWR

Promote rnnovatrve agrrcultural practross
Advanoe a Reglonal I\/lomtormg Program

ED_000733_DD_NSF_00010504-00029



Goals & Opportunities

3. Establish SF Estuary as authorized program

[ EncompassSF Bay competrtrve grant program .
. Clarrfy authorrty | . .
. Provude mstrtutronal structure for future budgets
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